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doorstep
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by Keith Grey July meeting

Robert Fisher: Sharon Swan: Keith Grey Howard Stevens: Rob Spratt:
Vice- President: Treasurer: President Co-ordinator Asst. Co-ordinator

Despite it raining all day and water flowing across many South
Gippsland’s roads, over 50 people attended the Inaugural
Meeting of the South Gippsland Beekeepers Club, fondly
known as ‘Gippybees’.
The South Gippsland Club, is a division of the GAA, and now
boasts 40 members and 29 are new GAA members.
Cont’d Page 12

Tahlia, Robert Fisher, Sharon Swan and Kelsey
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Winter Solstice Dinner held on 26th June at McAllister Hotel Maffra

Neil Wylde President of GAA
Neil welcomed everyone to
the dinner. Around 25
attended with many catching
up with old friends. A happy
atmosphere with good food,
friendly conversation and many
laughs.
Photos in above image taken by Bill Ringin

We managed to get a photo of most members, so you should be able to find yourselves, but a few did miss out.
Photos in above image taken by Linda Craig-Sneyders

Tribute: MOYLAN. - Edward James (Eddie) 07.02.1921 - 11.07.2011 Aged 90 years passed away
peacefully with family by his side. Steve Callahan wrote ‘My uncle Eddie Moylan from Seymour was involved
in beekeeping in Seymour for many years. Eddie was quite a remarkable man and had accomplished a lot in his 90
years’. Could you please pass the news on to the remainder of the beekeeping fraternity that may have known
Eddie. Stan Glowacki said that Eddie was a regular contributor to the ABJ in his column called Today In the Apiary.
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This article explained by Bill Ringin
Photos taken by Linda Craig-Sneyders.

Sugar Syrup Feeder
Bees may need feeding in early spring. This feeder
takes about 3 litres of sugar syrup. No disruption to the
hive as you remove the hive lid, place the feeder which
rests on the box and place the hive lid back on top.
The bees cannot drown due to the design. As most
hives tilt slightly forward especially in winter (to allow
moisture to run out), this keeps the sugar syrup to the
front, ensuring every last drop is used.
Easily refilled by removing the hive lid, pouring the
amount required into the feeder and replacing the hive
lid.

1.

Sugar Syrup Feeder

2.

Bill placing the sugar syrup feeder onto the
hive box.

3.

Above photo showing the order of placement.
Hive lid has been moved back to show you
how it goes together.

This article and photo sent in by Murray Mitchell

Separating Boxes!
Tip 1: Hobby beekeepers who separate boxes on hives only
infrequently may find that the bees have glued the bottom bars on
the frames of a top box to the top bars of frames of a lower box.
Lifting the upper frames with a hive tool can require enough force
to cause damage. This method shows one way to circumvent
this.
Method: What I do, is fit a short wooden toggle to each end of a
length of wire wider than the box (for a firm grip), crack the boxes
apart with hive tool just enough to admit the wire. Insert a wooden
wedge (half of a spring clothes peg), half an inch up on each side
and insert wire. Remove wedges and, grasping the toggles, drag
the wire to the other end. Hey presto! The upper box may be lifted
off without fuss.
Tip 2: How to put honey on porridge on a cold morning. Put it in
a sauce squeeze bottle resting in a mug of hot water.
Editor’s Note: Photo and recipe at:
http://www.paupersplate.robertosblogs.net/2009/10/oatmealporridge-with-banana-and-honey.html

Photo by Murray Mitchell
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Cont’d from Page 1

Nectar

By Gavin Jamieson

The bee will continue foraging until its honey
stomach is full with nectar. The honey stomach
starts modifying the nectar which at this stage is
80% water.
The bees will go into the hive and deposit the
modified nectar into a cell close to the brood. The
hive bees take the modified nectar into their honey
stomachs where enzymes change the formula into
honey. The bees then regurgitate the inverted
nectar into a cell of the honeycomb.
The hive bees furiously beat their wings to reduce
the humidity in the hive drying out the water
content of the honey. When the honey contains
only 14 – 18% water the honey is ready to be
capped and used at a later date.
The other way to find out if the bees are bringing in
nectar is at about 11.30 am on a sunny day go and
stand near the beehive entrance, but to one side,
not in front! Watch how the bees land. If the bee
is heavy with nectar it will land at a different angle
to bees bringing in just pollen.

The ‘bees knees’ of Pollen
Flowers produce pollen to fertilize other flowers.
The bee does the work of fertilization very
efficiently, but the bees only do it because pollen
is a nutritional food for the bee and is also fed to
the young bees.
The pollen is
collected in sacs on
the bee‟s knees on
the back legs. As
the bee moves from
flower to flower it
fertilizes the flowers
while collecting its
food. Photo link:
http://bee-pollen-energy.com/bee-pollen-sacs/
The bee may collect pollen and nectar at the
same time, if both are available.
Pollen provides the nutritional food needed to
nurture the young and grow the population of the
hive. In the spring, when bees start to bring pollen
back to the hive, that is a signal to the Queen that
she can start laying eggs.

BULK Bee Keeping Books at discount prices
GAA have purchased the book “Bee Agskills”
in bulk. It is the NSW Dept. of Primary Ind.
publication. Well illustrated – Step by Step – 115
pages covering everything from Site Selection to
Re Queening – Buying equipment – Bee Health
RRP $25.00!

GAA Members
Advertising

$18.00

Phone Bill Ringin on (03) 5633 1326

Important developments in the Australian honey
bee industry. Further information may be obtained by
subscribing to the newsletter which is available without
cost by email. Free by email.
ahbic@honeybee.org.au

Wanted to buy

Wanted donated

About 4 supers (8 frame)
boxes in good condition,
disease free. Happy to
paint. Also an Electric
uncapping knife.
Phone Linda on 56266348

Stan Glowacki is looking for a
set of plates for making
Foundation Wax Sheets.
They will be donated to a Coop in a small village in Nepal.
Phone Stan on 5122 2641

Wanted donated or to buy
Electric uncapping knives, small 2
or 3 frame extractors and spare
veils for new members starting out.
These items will go into the
equipment library so that new
members can borrow them from
the new Gippybees branch.
Phone: Robert on 56644323
Or Howard on 56622280 or
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GAA Meeting held at Longford on Thursday 18th
August
Approximately 12 members discussed the issues at
hand.
A presentation was made by Evan Wilson from the
DSE bringing large maps, colour coded with where
the burn offs were going to take place.
Evan gave the members one or two weeks to look
over the maps and make their comments. Possible
adjustments may be made.
A number of members complained about the hot
burns that have been conducted destroying large
areas that would take years to re generate. Evan
acknowledged this had been a problem in some
areas and they hope to use different methods in the
future to prevent this. He pointed out that when this
happens it is a no win situation for everyone
concerned.
Also complaints were made about the shortness
of notice to remove bees before burns took place.
Two days‟ notice is just not enough. Evan agreed
and said they were trying to take this out to 5 days
to a week‟s notice which would be far more helpful.
Evan pointed out that he would rather be sure the
burn was going ahead rather than give longer notice
for Beekeepers to remove their bees and then a
change in weather means they may not go ahead
and burn.
Mick Camilleri showed members a beetle trap he
had made from Core flute (found in advertising
signs). First part of the ends siliconed, then
Diatomaceous earth is sprinkled in, and a clear
plastic cover is fixed with tape. The beetle trap is
placed under the mat on the top box. The clear
plastic allows you to see when it‟s full of beetles.
The Earth can be sifted and re used.
A motion was moved to establish a GAA website;
any costs incurred to be met by the association. Any
ideas you have for content please pass them on to
the Editor.
Howard Stevens regretfully gave us the news that
Keith Grey has resigned his presidency of the
South Gippy bees. Keith was the driving force
behind the establishment of this great new club
along with Howard Stevens. Keith is to be
congratulated on all the work, time and enthusiasm
involved, and we hope to see him back when he
feels able.

Supplementary Feeding of Bees in Gippsland
Article sent in by Ron Branch
Recently I was asked about supplementary feeding
of bees in Gippsland during late winter. (Early
August). My reply was simply “Think again before
going ahead”.
During August in Gippsland you invariably have a
few fine sunny days where you may see more
activity from the hive. (This year we have had the
warmest start to August on record).
The warmer weather entices the bees to start
breaking from their winter cluster in search of pollen
and nectar. This may happen for a few days but the
weather will close in again causing the bees to
again cluster.
By providing sugar syrup to the hive you could
possibly do more harm than good. (If the bees are
starving feed dry sugar). (Next Autumn I will have
an article in the Newsletter with procedures to help
prevent starvation).
The syrup will entice the bees to go further in
pursuit of the source and with the onset of poorer
weather and lower temperatures the bees will
expend unnecessary energy in a vain attempt (and
may die) in their endeavours.
Another effect is that the queen may begin to
increase her level of laying and with an increase in
the brood area some may become chilled.
All that you have done is reduce the ability of
the hive to survive. Like I said at the beginning
don‟t supplementary feed unless there is a more or
less „Sure Thing‟ beginning to flower (Example
Canola or Almond blossom).
What I would do is the opposite. Contract the hive
into a smaller area to allow the hive to maintain the
temperature inside the hive. This could be done by
reducing the available number of frames by sliding a
sheet of ply down between the occupied and
unoccupied frames and by reducing the size of the
entrance.
In Summary
Don’t rush into supplementary feeding during
late winter in Gippsland, be patient, think of
alternate ways to overcome a shortage of supplies
in the hive and remember that spring and a
consistent increase in outside temperatures are not
far away.
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History of Wired Frames – Tack free wiring
This article sent in by Bob Mitchell Drawings by Bob Mitchell

Editor‟s Note: First is Bob Mitchell‟s method followed by the history.

Copyright 1980 by AI Root.Co

I would like to explain the history of the vertical wires I use in the
centre of my frames. Wiring to prevent sag.

Tack free wiring

I was shown this method I use by Cyril Palmer in 1980 in the Jimna
Forest in Queensland. I find one vertical wire is enough for the
reversible extractor. 4 vertical wires are needed for the radial
extractors. These wires must be no smaller than 2 mm tie wire, any
smaller the wires will buckle. These wires must be pushed to the top
of the groove in the top bar. (Drawing Bob’s Method)
I used an automatic steam Beequip Uncapper and new combs did not
rip apart in the radial extractor. I cut the length of my centre wires just
below the bottom wire. I put them in the sun on a piece of iron and
use them when they are just hot enough to melt to the foundation.
Too hot, will melt the foundation away from the wire. I just push the
wire into the top of the groove and push the wire down with fingers. If
it is cloudy you can warm them by holding the wires in plyers and run
the wires through the flame of a candle.

Bob’s Method when using a
Reversible Extractor
The Radial Extractor needs 4
vertical wires.

„I‟m the ABC and XYZ – AI Root‟, who had carefully tested all the
methods that are here giving (9 figs) finally decided in the early 70‟s
that the solution of the problem lay in stretching the wires back and
forth across the frame, vertically (7 wires, the middle wire appears to
be double), and diagonally from top corners to middle of the bottom
bar. This was in 1878. This was the first successful attempt to make
a reinforced rigidly held in the frame. Showing one side of the frame
only. (Drawing 1)
2. The next move was thick top bars and 4 horizontal wires. (Drawing
2) These 4 wires were straight, then the wires were, first, with the top
2 wires crossed (Drawing 3) and then both top and the bottom 2 wires
crossed. (Drawing 4).

The frame with the 4 straight wires, had an extra wire
going from the bottom hole to the middle of the top wire
down to the other bottom hole. (Drawing 5)

Next the 4 straight wires, had an extra wire
from a hole about ¼ along the bottom bar up
to the middle of the top bar back down to the
other side. (Drawing 6)

Cont’d
page 7
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The next move was an extra wire from the bottom corner
up to the centre of the top bar down to the other bottom
corner. (Drawing 7)

Beekeeping in Victoria 1981 Dept. of
Agriculture.
On page 13 shows, a vertical wire in the
centre of the frame looped around the
horizontal wires at the intersections and
fastened to the top and bottom bars, will
prevent sag. (Drawing 8)

Photos taken before Bob and
Margaret retired to Gippsland
from Caboolture, Qld.
Left: Margaret Mitchell in front
of Bob‟s Truck and 160 drums
of honey on the ramp.
Right: Margaret in Qld. with
Extracting room behind.
Bob ran a business of 400 hives and 150 nucs for breeding Queens. He designed the extracting shed so
that he could wheel the drums of honey from the truck straight into the extracting shed, and wheel the
empty drums back out at the other end.
Mick Camilerie - Tostaree – Lakes Entrance
Mick has been in beekeeping all his life and was recently
shown this way of wiring.
1. Drive 1 ½” Nails just above the holes at top, middle and
bottom of End Bars and bend nails over to make a
hook.
Start and tie off in the
middle of the End bar

2. Take a roll of wire or stainless steel wire that fits into
the palm of your hand.
3. Start wiring at the middle hook on the right side (1) and
go diagonally top left (2) then back along the top (3)
diagonally back down to centre left (4). Diagonally
down to bottom right (5), straight along to the bottom to
left (6) then diagonally back to where you started (7).
Tension using pressure from reel in your hand and then
tie off.
Mick will demonstrate this method at the Field Day 23rd
October at Dumbalk where he will also give a talk on the
beetles.

2

3

4

1 7

6

5

If not tight enough run a crimper along one
or two wires to get the right tension.
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Collecting Swarms – Article sent in by Bill Ringin
The natural way bees increase the number of colonies is by swarming. A swarm is a cluster of bees,
containing a queen that has flown from an existing or parent colony. The aim of the swarm is to
establish a new colony.
Swarming occurs in spring to early summer – usually September through to December when a
large brood nest is present and nectar and pollen are in good supply. Prior to swarming the colony
begins to prepare queen cells to provide new queens. When these are sealed and generally around
mid-morning on a sunny day about half the bees along with the queen tumble out of the colony
entrance and after a short flight, settle on a nearby object forming a cluster. At this time the bees are
quite docile, having gorged on honey prior to leaving the parent colony.
This is the best time to capture the swarm. Scout bees will begin flying out looking for a suitable
new home. This cluster may move several times if no suitable place is located.
Back at the parent colony the new queens begin to emerge and one of these, after mating, will
become its new queen. (The old queen having departed with the swarm).

Catching a swarm
Prior to working with bees the smoker should be well alight and protective gear in place.
If the swarm has clustered on a small branch the beekeeper may be able to, after light smoking, cut
the branch and drop the cluster, using a jerk of the branch, into an open box containing a couple of
drawn frames and some frames of foundation.
If the bees are on a larger object they may, after light
smoking, be dislodged by a sharp bump or use of a soft
bee brush, placed into a box – then close the box. Any
air born bees and some you may have missed will
reform a cluster so after a few minutes these can be
collected and added to the box.
More rapid acceptance of the box as their new home
can be achieved if a frame with some un-capped brood
is added, however this may not always be available.
If it is possible to allow the box to sit and bees settle until dusk this is best. If this is not feasible
secure the box, closing any entrance and it can be shifted to its desired location and the entrance
opened.
On some occasions due to access or height problems swarms may be difficult to box and it might be
helpful to catch them in a cardboard box, bucket or other container. These should be temporarily bee
proof – a tea towel can often do the trick – prior to putting them in a proper box. I once caught a
swarm with a long handled fishing net lined with hessian.
Encouraging the bees to enter a box (hive)
To aid the bees entering a box via the entrance, a piece of wood, cardboard or stiff paper can be
placed as a ramp leading to, but not obstructing the opening.
If notified of a swarm, the sooner you respond, the more likely they will still be clustered where you
were told. Also enquire about the height and access of the swarm. A ladder and other equipment
may be needed.

Collecting Swarms – Follow links (or copy and paste into browser) Great Youtube Videos
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GylRrdicXEA OR http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vIYzfBWuRQ
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Spring Management
Link from:
http://www.beekeepers.org.au/bee_wis
e.html

1. Resist opening the lid and looking
at your bees in cold or cool
weather. The Nosema disease is
deadly on stressed bees, so:
2. Do not open hives till a warm day
in spring.
3. Do not shift bees
4. Do not feed sugar syrup, unless
bees are starving or have plenty
of pollen coming in.
5. Most important - do not disturb
clustered bees.
6. Do not split the brood in cool
weather or if the hive is weak
7. Weak hives should be either re
queened or united with a strong
nucleus colony to help bring them
back to honey gathering strength.

Gippsland Apiarist Association Newsletter
Spring Management
Article from: The Bee Book, Beekeeping in Australia. Peter
Warhurst & Roger Goebel
1. On a warm spring still day when the bees are flying
well, open each hive and check its strength
2. Check stores of honey and pollen
3. Check disease status and state of brood
4. Remove dead out hives (those that have died out) melt
combs and scrub inside of boxes with antiseptic such as
chlorine bleach.
5. Restock hive if you are sure disease was not the cause
of death.
6. Exchange 2 empty frames with foundation from the
honey super with 2 frames of honey from the brood box
(if they have any).

8. Only open hives when necessary
9. Do not be tempted to lift out
brood frames as spring breezes
can be fatal to young brood.
10. Between September and
December in the swarming
season, inspect hives every 10
days to check on queen cells
developing.
11. Provided that there were no
queen cells at your previous
inspection, this interval will give
you time to act if the bees have
started queen cells in the
meantime.
12. If you are lucky enough to
encounter a heavy honey flow,
you may have to shorten the two
week interval temporarily to
ensure the bees have enough
storage space.

7. Place the 2 empty frames with foundation one each side
of the brood (about 3rd frame in from the wall to allow for
brood to build up.
8. Leave a frame of pollen as a wall comb (outside frame).
Pollen

Pollen

To increase the strength of the hive:
After 2 or 3 weeks lift 2 or 3 brood combs above the excluder
(ensure the queen remains in the brood chamber) into the
centre of the super to prevent chilling and to allow the bees
to look after the brood.
Repeat this after 2 or 3 weeks and the hives should be quite
strong and the quality of the brood combs greatly increased.
When all the brood hatches, the hives should be at good
honey-gathering strength.
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Stan Glowacki sent in this information
The Bee feeder slips into the entrance of the hive; it can
also be used to reduce the width of the entrance.
I believe Stan stocks these feeders but if he is out of stock
he can get them in for you.
Phone Stan on (03) 5122 2641
Or email: jeeralangapiary@bigpond.com

Photos by Stan Glowacki
American Bee Journal

American Bee Journal

Editor's Note: Andrew Schneider, a two-time
Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter,
writes for Food Safety News and The Food
Watchdog.com thefoodwatchdog.com

China's bee-wearing contest Sent in by Bruce Murchie
Link: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-14175993
Mr Wang (right) won the competition after he attracted 26 kg
(57lb) of bees onto his body in 60 minutes. His opponent was
engulfed by a mere 22.9 kg (50lb), local media reported.
Wearing only a pair of shorts and with a queen bee they reared to
attract the swarms, the competitors stood on a weighing scale so
the judges could determine who attracted more bees.

The following excellent link sent in by Bruce Murchie contains many
Advisory Leaflets & Training Manuals, UK based.

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/index.cfm?pageid=167
Including Best Practice Guidelines as Spring Check article No 6 above.
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APIS CERANA UPDATE – July 2011 – article from AHBIC – Volunteers required
The volunteers are already in Cairns having arrived there on Wednesday. There were 11 in the first group
and 12 currently in Cairns. The 11 had their induction today. This took 4 hours but it is a necessary part of
being a volunteer. Bill Weiss is organising rosters and will book accommodation if required.

Please contact Bill on: 02 6732 1263 or 0428 669 578 or email to beeweiss@gmail.com if you wish
to volunteer. Bill is looking at a two week period but I am sure would discuss any other arrangements you
may need. The Senate report was tabled in the Senate yesterday. The report can be found at:
http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/rat_ctte/bees_2011/report/report.pdf
The two speeches made when the report was tabled can be found
http://www.aph.gov.au/hansard/senate/dailys/ds230611.pdf Can this pest be eliminated? I believe yes. Bill
Weiss - Volunteer Coordinator

Mouse Plague

Article from Bruce Murchie Apiarist visiting Australia from UK

In Victoria and I assume in most of the SE of Australia there is a mouse plague and in the UK it is
standard practise to cover the broad box entry point with a mouse guard. This is done in autumn and
removed in spring. When I mentioned it last week in Melbourne at the meeting this was new news to
them. Gavin Jameison brought my attention to your newsletter and I thought it may be of interest for
your Newsletter readers. The following link takes you to a UK company that makes Mouse Guards.
https://secure.thorne.co.uk/cgibin/cgiwrap/millhouse/thorne/shop/springer?ACTION=thispage&THISPAGE=page10043.html&ORDER_ID=256517569

Metal Mouse Guards – Golden bee.com

Description
A Metal Mouse Guard is an inexpensive and easy measure of protection that will prevent small
animals from using your hive as a warm place to spend the winter. The Universal Metal Mouse Guard
is made of steel so that it cannot be chewed through. It has 3/8 inch holes to allow bees to enter and
exit with ease while preventing mice from getting in.
http://www.golden-bee.com/cart.php?target=product&product_id=16144&category_id=249

National Bee Unit Best Practice Guideline No. 6 Spring checks
The following excellent link sent in by Bruce Murchie contains many Advisory Leaflets & Training
Manuals, UK based. https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/index.cfm?pageid=167 Article below
Managed honey bees, like all livestock, have various needs, so understanding honeybee biology
and recognizing these requirements enables beekeepers to know what to do and when to do it.
Summary of Checks to carry out over the winter months
1. Make sure that hive lids have not been blown off
2. Stray animal interference or vandalism
3. Hefting hives, (lifting the back up to feel the weight) a skill all beekeepers should develop, will
also indicate if you need to “emergency‟ feed
Early Spring is a critical time for honeybee colonies as the overwintering population rears brood to
replace itself and develop the colony for spring and summer. Spring checks should be completed by
late August or early September. This is the period of the year when many colonies are lost and feeding
a starving colony in late August and September (seasonal variables) can be a miracle cure enabling it
to survive and become productive.
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Upcoming events
AHBIC: NATIONAL FOOD PLAN The
Government plans to hold a live webcast
discussion on the issues paper as part of its
consultation with stakeholders. You can
register at www.daff.gov.au/nfp

Due by 5pm Australian Eastern Standard Time,
Friday, 2 September 2011 For further

South Gippy Branch Meetings
Phone Robert Fisher on 56644323
Or Howard Stevens 56622280

8th September – 10th November
Thursdays

Victorian Apiarists' Association Inc Royal
Melbourne Show
Contact: Peter on 0404 237 468 or 5352 1995 or
email peterjk@netconnect.com.au

September 24th – October 4th
Volunteers required during this time. An
opportunity to meet beekeepers from other areas
and swap information. Yes Free entry!

Bendigo/Marong Field Day
VAA/Bendigo branch
Probably the biggest in the State
Contact: Bob Stevenson 5156 8440

9th October Sunday
Bus trip will be organised, please contact Bob.
The program will cover many aspects of
beekeeping for all beekeepers.

GAA with the newly formed South
Gippsland Beekeepers Branch
Field Day.

23rd October Sunday
At the Recreation Reserve, Dunbalk
Program Includes:
Beekeeping for Beginners
Swarm control and Spring Management.
Smoker use - Assembly of hives
Inspection of a hive (weather permitting)
***Bring own protective gear***

Raffles will be run. Donations for the raffle
Contact: Robert Fisher on 56644323
Or Howard Stevens 56622280
Christmas Breakup
RSVP: by 30th November to Bill Ringin
Phone: 5633 1326 with numbers for catering
and any special dietary requirements.

Cont’d from Page 1. South Gippy Club
The club has equal numbers of BEEginners and
experienced beekeepers. It was pleasing to see
10 families join. Our youngest member is 4 years
old. There is a good mix ages and genders as
well. It was pleasing to see current GAA
Secretary Bill Ringin and ex GAA Newsletter
Editor Stan Glowacki join as members of the new
club.
For further information on joining South
Gippsland Beekeepers, Phone: Robert Fisher on
56644323 or Howard Stevens on 56622280.

information on the development of the national
food plan, the issues paper and how to make a
submission, visit:
nationalfoodplan@daff.gov.au

December 4th Sunday
Venue: McAllister Hotel,
2 Johnson Street, Maffra.

Office holders for the 2011-2012 year are Vice
President: Robert Fisher, Secretary: Lyn Howell,
Treasurer: Sharon Fisher and Practical Sessions
Coordinator & GAA Liaison: Howard Stevens,
Asst Practical Sessions Co-ordinator: Rob Spratt
Although the first year joining fee is $46 (for
annual single membership), members of the GAA
can become members for $32. Club meetings will
be held at Leongatha on the 2nd Thursday of each
month but some months will be replaced by a
Saturday or Sunday afternoon „Field Meeting‟
where members will be able to get „hands on‟
experience under the watchful eye of a more
experienced beekeeper.
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Hobbyists Questions and Answers
Q.

How do I know if I need to feed my bees?

A
Bill Ringin responded . It’s always better to leave plenty of honey on the hives to last through winter,
but if it’s a bad year then you may need to feed. Lift up the back of the hives and get an idea of the weight. If
they feel light, then you will need to feed. If they feel heavy then there should be enough to get them through.
Critical time is early spring. If you are unsure then you may be better to feed rather than take the chance of
your bees starving.
Q.

What is the easiest way to feed?

A

David Graham responded. Leave enough honey and you won’t have to feed! Otherwise the easiest
way is to add normal dry white sugar into a flat tray and place it on the top mat under the lid. It can be
re filled by removing the hive lid briefly while you add more sugar.
Could you tell me how to make sugar syrup?

Q.

A.
Bill Ringin responded. 50/50 sugar and water. Using hot water (not boiling) stir in sugar until dissolved
(clear). Allow to cool then feed to bees. Keeps for a few weeks without fermenting. Make as needed. For
longer storage increase sugar content 75/50.
Send in your questions as we have a number of experienced beekeepers happy to answer them.
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Gippsland Apiarists Association Inc
Application for Membership
Name
Address:
Post code
Telephone:

(

Mobile:

)

Email:
Scale of
membership
fees:

Please sign:

No of colonies:
0-5
6-50
50 and over

Amount
$15.00
$20.00
$40.00

I hereby enclose: $
Being my subscription / renewal to the end of
the financial year ending 28th February.

In the event of my admission to the Association I agree to be bound by the rules of the
Association being in force at the time.
Signature:
Forward cheque and this form to:
The Secretary, G.A.A. Inc. Mr B Ringin, PO Box 201 MOE Victoria 3825

Please submit copy for the Summer Newsletter to the Editor by Nov 22nd 2011
Send in articles of interest, letters for the Mailbox, photos, advice, new topics and ideas.
Next issue: Your advice/articles on pollination, monitoring hive conditions, adding supers, bees robbing,
beekeepers harvesting honey, uncap, extracting honey, settling in large container, pack honey.

Sponsor
We thank Loy Yang Power who allow
Stan Glowacki of the GAA to print the
Black and White pages of this Newsletter.

